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the characterization was no easy one to
do. In life Mr. MacFarlan's hero, Grant,
is very common. In art, simply and con-
vincingly presented, he is rare,

Mockery then is an arresting first book.
Just how promising it is scems to me to
be o question of Mr. MacFarlan's age, If
ke is under twenty-five his career will bear
a lot of watching, If older, we can only
hope for the best. Grant as a human study
is decidedly introspective. Any young
writer of some little gift, with a strong
introspective tendeney, has within himself
the material for at least one interesting
portrait. That, however, is hardly a stock
in trade, I want to see Mr. MacFarlan
draw his next portrait from life outside.
If he does, and as well as be has done
Grunt, then I shall horrah for him.

Grant, yon see, is the peeuliarly sensi-
tive constitutional liar, the child eursed
with a very thin skin and eompensated
with extra imagination. Such children,
well brought up, furnish most of the good
fiction writers. Bpailed, they grow up to
be Grants—‘“queer,” lonely, dolefully un-
happy, altogether ineffeetnal. The latter
process is this: the child begins telling
harmless fairy stories without incentive,
Then it sees that applied story telling
will save it spankings. Then, unless wisely
dirceted, it develops an ego—which it grat-
ifics by lying about itself to other people.
The adult produet is a shirk and a tall
talker. :

Whereas if the same child is fortunate
in its parents and surroundings the adult
product, like as not, is an estimable novel-
ist and enjoys the perusal of tactful eri-
tiques, like this, of its first novel! But
when ha observes a Grant in his wretch-
edness the novelist understands him,

‘Mockery”‘;
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Mr. MacFarlan's Grant is a good job,
albeit one somewhat crude and distinetly
brutal—for he refuses Cirant the sense of
humor, without which Grants are unbear-
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and Also “Beckoning Roads”

point having sueeessfully hnmbugged the
other. He manages it very cleverly, al-
though the woman is not a seeond study,
only o mesharism,

Two minor ¢haracters are good. One is
a yonug girl, half Seotch, half Spanish,
Tha other is a benevolent paternal party
of the type whose excess soeial instinet
works ont in unclean religiosity and in
forming Dible clesses. The writing is en-
ergetiv, sowetimes remarkable, generally
Just pood enough (o make you wish the
writer bad tuken a {rifle more paine, The
chimax of action, T see, is being ealled
strong and surprising. So it is—in the
sense in which a black jnck over your hend
from behind would e, It is an ingenions
yellow substitute for a genuine culmina-
tion and resolution,

While Mr. MaeFarlan hng carnad n ene=
eess, 1 orather doulit- that Mackery will
have it, and for once I dew’t think the
dear publio will be to blame. The tronbie
ig that althovgh Grant is interesting ae &
study you eannot carc a rap what is lo
beeoma of him either way. e is dise
agreeable but not irvitating, and pitalile
but not appealing. It is only past the
middle of the book that any character ap-
pears in whom you lake any sort of emo-
tional interest,

Miss Jeunne Judson's Becloning Roads
may indeed be her first novel btween
vovers of its own, but T happen to know
hee  Crowns of Tin, recently serialized,
The lalter was a very busy varn, with the
business pretty  skilfully eomnductod; it
chowed Miss Judson equal at least {o 1oll-
ing the kind of story which some editors
and all movie magnates prefer. And «ine
of the people in it were quite live, B k-
oning Roads is still busier—postivily
feverish, But the people are no thicker
than the paper. The whole thing sugersts
eruel pressure, Tt reads as if a publisher
had approved of Crowns of Tin and lad
saud “Fine! Now bring me another with
stronger feminine appeal ly Thursday
night!"
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